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Overview://Dashboard

• Blogging 101
• Blogs in the academic affairs context
• Blogs in the student affairs context
• Best practices related to blogging
• Q & A, community discussion



New Post://Blogging 101

• Web + Log 
• Evolved from online diaries

• Mid to late 90’s
• Types of blogs

– Media
– Device

– Genre/Niche
– PR















Source: Dave Sifry via Sifry.com



Blogs://Academic Affairs 

1. Scholar blogs
2. Course blogs
3. Student blogs



Blogs://Academic Affairs 

Scholar blogs
Primarily faculty blogs, related to their area of 
expertise and/or research agenda, but also in 
areas of interest and personal narrative
Public policy, law, social sciences



Blogs://Academic Affairs 
Scholar blogs



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Scholar blogs
• Opportunities

– Immediacy and frequency of publication
– Built in peer review system
– Larger, more diverse readership
– Reduction of the hierarchy of the professoriate
– Encourages collaboration
– Increased accessibility of professors
– Genuine and continued dialogue



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Scholar blogs
• Challenges

– Disgruntled faculty forum
– Blurring of the personal 

and professional
– Peer review exists for a 

purpose
– Over reliance as the form 

of communication



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Course blogs
– Designed specifically in conjunction with a 

course, including course management, 
exchange of information, postings

– Many times are a required part of the 
curriculum



Blogs://Academic Affairs
Course blogs



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Course blogs
• Opportunities

– Encourages collaboration
– Increased accessibility of professors
– Genuine and continued dialogue
– Student ownership
– Supports diverse learning styles
– Appeals to students technological sensibility



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Course blogs
• Challenges

– Over reliance as the form of communication
– Time intensive
– Artificial or forced communication
– Confidentiality
– Access!

• Resources and skills
• Ability



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Student Blogs
Individual student blogs, hosted by both 
the institution and privately
Merging of academic, social, and 
professional worlds



Blogs://Academic Affairs
Student Blogs



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Student blogs
• Opportunities

– Genuine and continued 
dialogue

– Outlet for writing, thinking, 
and experiences

• Practice
• Voice

– Creative forum for meeting 
assignment or degree 
requirements

– Professional opportunities



Blogs://Academic Affairs

Student blogs
• Challenges

– Appropriateness, ethics, 
and legality of postings

– Confidentiality
– Readiness for feedback 

and responses
– Addiction



Blogs://Student Affairs

• Student Health 
Services

• Multicultural Affairs
• Career Services
• Student Conduct
• Orientation
• Admissions
• Dean of Students

• Publishing system for newsletters 
(RSS, Web, and Email)

• Search Engine Optimized
• Timely and Accessible
• Comments



Manage://Best Practices

• Post frequently
• Engage readers via comments
• RSS is really simple
• Analytics
• Test accessibility
• Open Source



Add Comments://Discussion



Blog Stats://Evaluation

ericstoller.com/blog/evaluation
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